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CAP Student Award 
and  

Conference Report 

by  Michelle Chaput 
PhD Candidate, University of Ottawa 
Laboratory for Paleoclimatology and  
Climatology 

I would like to express my gratitude to the 
CAP for awarding me with the 2016 CAP 
Student Research Award. This award al-
lowed me to travel to Utrecht, attend the 
LandCover6k general meeting and meet face
-to-face with researchers I would not other-
wise have met. 

Conference Report on the 2016 Land-
Cover6k General Meeting/Workshop in 

Utrecht, the Netherlands 

In June 2016 the Copernicus Institute of 
Sustainable Development hosted the second 
general meeting/workshop of the PAGES 
(PAst Global changES) LandCover6k work-
ing group in the medieval city center of 
Utrecht, the Netherlands. LandCover6k is an 
international working group whose goal is to 
improve pollen-based land cover and land 
use reconstructions and develop more accu-
rate and complete land use models and maps 
for the Holocene. 

The meeting was organized by Dr. Kees 
Klein Goldewijk (Utrecht University) and 
Dr. Marie-José Gaillard-Lemdahl (Linnaeus 
University) and approximately 40 partici-
pants from all parts of the world were in at-
tendance. Most participants were researchers 
familiar with the fields of quantitative vege-
tation reconstruction and land use and land 
cover modelling, however some participants 
were there to learn new techniques to imple-
ment back home.  

The meeting was held in a converted church 
and its location permitted participants to 
stroll through the beautiful and bustling city 
center during mornings and evenings. Some 
participants rented bicycles for a true Dutch 
experience! The Dom Tower, famous be-
cause it is the tallest church tower in the 
Netherlands and because it survived a torna-
do in 1674 which destroyed parts of the at-
tached cathedral, was quite a sight to see 
(and also served as a great reference point!).  

The old canals were lined with restaurants 
and shops, and workshop participants were 
treated to a canal cruise and tapas meal! The 
food, flower and clothing markets were great 
places to sample Dutch cheeses and choco-
lates and marvel at the variety of tulips avail-
able for purchase! We even got to see the 
markers in the ground depicting the location 
of the Castellum Trajectum, the Roman for-
tress built nearly 2000 years ago to protect 
the northern border of the Roman Empire! 
The Utrecht University Botanical Gardens 
were also a must-see. 
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The workshop itself was very successful. 
Participants were invited to give a short 
presentation on their current research, in-
cluding the use of new or existing methods 
for pollen studies, exciting results, research 
obstacles and future perspectives. This gave 
everyone a chance to catch up on pollen-
based analyses and reconstructions being 
done worldwide.  

Round-table discussions concerning pollen-
productivity estimates, pollen databases, 
methodologies unique to certain regions of 
the world (e.g., the tropics), the incorpora-
tion of land cover in regional and global cli-
mate models, model assumptions and short-
falls and many other topics took place. This 
was a great opportunity for modellers, paleo-
ecologists, anthropologists, archaeologists 
and statisticians to share ideas! 

Some of the major conclusions of this meet-
ing were that (1) pollen-based vegetation 
reconstructions are currently ongoing in the 
Americas, Australia, Asia, Europe, Siberia, 
and Africa with many employing the Land-
scape Reconstruction Algorithm (i.e., RE-
VEALS and LOVE models), or biomization 

or Modern Analogue techniques, (2) pollen 
records from sites across all regions in the 
world are being uploaded daily to the Neoto-
ma Paleoecology Database, (3) digital pol-
len databases are currently being compiled 
for many regions lacking open-access data 
(e.g., Africa, Japan), (4) workshops are 
needed in all regions of the world on the ap-
propriate use of pollen reconstruction tech-
niques and the quality/type of data that is 
necessary, (5) we must begin to take into 
account environmental factors and water 
transport that could affect pollen productivi-
ty and deposition on a site to site basis, (6) 
pollen productivity simulation experiments 
are needed, (7) pollen productivity estimates 
and related products are very useful for vali-
dating and improving land cover change 
models.  

If anyone is interested in learning more 
about the LandCover6k working group or 
about pollen-based reconstructions and anal-
yses, they can visit the PAGES website 
(http://www.pastglobalchanges.org/ini/wg/
landcover6k/intro) or the LandCover6k sub-
group 9 blog (https://
lc6ksubgroup9.wordpress.com/). Infor-
mation related to upcoming LandCover6k 
events is included in the monthly PAGES e-
newsletter. The next LandCover6k general 
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meeting/workshop will be held directly after 
the PAGES 5th Open Science Meeting in Za-
ragoza, Spain from 16-17 of May, 2017. A 
session on “Regional syntheses of human-
climate-environment interactions” will be 
taking place during the Open Science Meet-
ing and abstract submissions are welcome.  
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